
COVER STORY/UTERUS REMOVAL

OPERATIVE 
SPREAD
The prevalence rate of hysterectomy 
is 17 per 1,000 women in the  
country. Andhra Pradesh and 
Telangana lead in the number of 
operations performed
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The difference in age 
between poor and wealthy 
women undergoing the 
operation is 2.4 years

1/3rd of women were under 
the age of 40

Worldwide, hysterectomy 
operations take place only 
after the age of 45, for 
benign gynaecological 
conditions. In India, the 
proportion of women below 
40 years who had had 
hysterectomy is much higher 
in Andhra Pradesh (42 per 
cent) and Telangana (47 
per cent)

Analysis shows women who 
had education levels of 
matriculation were 53 per 
cent less likely to undergo 
hysterectomy than women with 
no or primary school education

A study shows that women 
who had undergone 
hysterectomy without ovary 
removal had a 13 per cent 
increased risk of high blood 
pressure, as well as an 18 
per cent increased risk of 
obesity. They also faced a 
33 per cent increased risk of 
coronary artery disease

Down To Earth found that 
in Dukadegaon—a village 
55 km from Beed district, 
Maharashtra—45 women in 
200 households were living 
without uterus. “There have 
been 4,605 hysterectomies 
in the past three years,” 
says Ashok Thorat, the 
civil surgeon of the district 
hospital. Most women say the 
operation has made them 
redundant. They are unable 
to work and complain of a 
host of illnesses
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