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Agreement requires all unfccc Parties to achieve their 
ndc. As per its ndc, India has to reduce the emissions 
intensity of its gdp by 33 to 35 per cent by 2030 from
the 2005 levels. To achieve this, it has to ensure a 40 
per cent share of renewables in the electricity 
generation mix and create additional carbon sinks of
2.5 to 3 billion tonnes of CO2 equivalent. The Indian 
government has set a target of 175 GW of renewable by 
2022 to meet its ndc. “The fear is that if the country 
fails to achieve this target, it will show hydropower
projects as green energy source,” Bhati says.

Dutta too says that India has set its renewable
energy target under ndc cleverly. Instead of using the
term “renewable energy sources”, it has mentioned 
non-fossil fuel energy source, which can include even 
nuclear energy. If needed, it is easy for us to categorise 
our big hydropower projects as green to meet our ndc.

The Standing Committee report says segregation 
of hydro projects is just based on capacity and that all 
hydel projects are renewable in nature. The segregation 
came into play only because the different categories 
were allocated to different ministries, it states.
Initially, India had a Ministry of Energy, from which 
the Ministry of Non-renewable Energy was culled out 
in 2006. The committee even claims that at just 4-10 
gram CO2/kWh, hydropower is best in terms of ghg

emissions. It is even less than 38 gram CO2/kWh  ghg

emitted from solar power. The report also says that
many countries, like the US, China and Canada 
consider all hydro plants as renewable. 

Still, the government will do well to remember that
the International Energy Agency considers only hydro-
power projects less than 50 MW as renewable. DTE
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Active project: Pong, Bhakra
People displaced: 116,000

Active project: Koel Karo, Maithon 
and Panchet, Mesan Reservoir
People displaced: 163,574

Active project: Icha, Chandil
People displaced: 68,400

Active projects: Maheshwar, Bodhghat 
People displaced: 32,700

Active projects: Tultuli 
People displaced: 13,600 Active projects: Polavaram, Ichampalli* 

People displaced: 188,100

Active projects: Mahi Bajaj 
People displaced: 38,400

Active projects: Karjan, 
Sardar Sarovar, Ukai 

reservoir, Daman Ganga
People displaced: 

272,300

Active projects:  
Upper Indravati 
People displaced: 
18,500

* Ichampalli project is shared by Andhra Pradesh and Maharashtra.
Source: Forty-third report of the Standing Committee on Energy; ‘Dams, 
Displacement, Policy and Law in India’, a 1997 report by the erstwhile 
Planning Commission

l Number of proposed/incomplete/delayed
hydropower projects

l Number of active hydropower projects
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