
Africa's farm sector has been unable  
to feed its ever-growing population  
due to rapid land degradation and  
limited irrigation  
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Data source: African Development Bank's  Socio Economic 
Database, 1960-2016 and paper on Land Resource Stresses 
and Desertification in Africa published by the US' Natural 
Resources Conservation Service Soils
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 Desertification Vulnerability

* In 2015
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Total population
(million)

477
1,185* 

Agricultural population
(million)

319
552* 

Agricultural area 
(million hectares)

1,053
1,167

Area under cereal production 
(million hectares)

64
113

Irrigated area  
(million hectares)

9.3
15

Fertiliser consumption  
(tonnes)

3,237,303
5,952,864

Central Africa
Vulnerable to 
degradation49%

45
127

33
63

104
107

2.4
4.9

0.05
0.09

42,990
53,908

Southern Africa
Vulnerable to 
degradation66%

82
190

47
86

339
361

14
15

2.1
3.4

1,455,748
1,338,271

East Africa
Vulnerable to 
degradation46%

120
331

103
221

285
313

16
32

22
28

225,400
914,234

West Africa
Vulnerable to 
degradation76%

136
349

89
140

187
245

21
47

0.6
1.2

290,648
1,243,171

North Africa
Vulnerable to 
degradation20%

94
187

47
42

138
141

12
132

4.4
7.5

1,222,517
2,403,280
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