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to Joseph as soon as the second 
instalment arrived.

Similarly, K Kujan of Pulliyalam 
village paid `5,43,000 to land 
broker Baby for 20 sq m land in 
Machhikolli. He knew he had been 
duped as soon as he started building 
a house there. “Forest officers told 
me I could not construct a house on 
revenue land. The revenue officers 
refused to provide electricity and 
water connections saying the land 
did not belong to anyone,” says 
Kujan. “The brokers were trusted 
members of the Chetti community. 
The tribal people knew them,” says 
K T Subramani of Adivasi Munne-
tra Sangam. 

Meanwhile, Kannan worsened 
his situation by transferring 
`305,029, the second instalment on 
November 29, 2018. Kumar and 
Sukumaran convinced him that he 
would soon get his land title since 
he is a tribal and can live anywhere. 
“This is the reason I gave the money 
a second time,” says Kannan. 

A Madhavan, head of Nagam-
palli gram sabha, paid `3.70 lakh 
for a patch of 20 sq m land in 
Machhikolli. He says Kumar 
assured him that the land was 
good. The deceit has come as a big 
blow to them.

Investigation into the case 
began in March under T Kaliselvan, 
Ooty superintendent of police, soon 
after the National Commission for 
Schedule Castes ordered a probe. 
The 21 tribal people have filed the 
fir accusing land brokers E J 
Joseph, Baby, Srinivas, Radha-
krishan and Babu; lawyer C 
Sukumaran; notary Jaya Joseph 
and range officer Suresh Kumar of 
criminal conspiracy, forgery, 
cheating, fraud, falsification of 
accounts and dishonesty. They have 
also been charged under the 
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled 

From left to right: KT Subramani (of Adivasi Munnetra Sangam), K Kunjan, V Vasu, M 
Kuju, A Madhavan and B Balein are complainants in the FIR

THE CONSPIRACY TRAIL
How a handfull of officials robbed tribal residents of 
their relocation compensation

June 29, 2018
Union Environment Ministry sanctions `25.50 crore to relocate people from the core area of 
Mudumalai Tiger Reserve. Two members of the committee set up to oversee the relocation, 
lawyer C Sukumaran and Nellakottai range officer Suresh Kumar, allegedly persuade the tribal 
families to use the compensation money to buy land. They take the families to nearby areas to 
see land and interact with brokers

September 6, 2018
Families receive the first instalment of `1 lakh. The amount is immediately transferred 

to brokers’ accounts on the promise of land in Machhikohli,  Pattavayal or Aiyankolli 
villages. When they start building their houses, forest officials inform them that it is  

government land that cannot be sold to individuals

October 2, 2018
A Madhavan, head of Nagampalli gram sabha, gives written complaint to the Nilgiris 
district collector J Innocent Divya

January 26, 2019
Adivasi Munnetra Sangam sends a complaint letter to National Commission for 
Scheduled Castes saying 93 families have been cheated of `6.70 lakh each

September 3, 2019
21 tribal people file an FIR saying they have been duped of a total of `2 crore

November 29, 2018
The second instalment lands in people’s account, which is  

again transferred to the brokers’ accounts

February 2019
The Scheduled Caste and Scheduled Tribe Welfare Department asks Ooty 

superintendent of police to probe the case
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