
SNOWBALL 
EFFECT 

A glacial breakage at the Ronti peak 
triggered flash floods in Chamoli district 
on February 7, in which two dams, 12 km 
apart, were destroyed within 20 minutes  

Ronti peak 
at 6,029 m  
above  sea 

levelHanging glacier 
breaks along with 

bedrock 
at 5,600 m, triggers 

avalanche.  
Breakage date still 

unknown

The avalanche 
comes down the 

40o slope for 1.6 
km, falls into the 

Ronti stream, 
travels another  

8.5 km 

The debris forms  
an artificial  
lake at the 

confluence of the 
Ronti stream and 
the Rishiganga at 

2,300 m; collapses 
on Feb 7

Raini village 
witnesses a flash 
flood; 6 residents 

working in fields 
on mountain 

slopes are 
washed away

Rishiganga 
hydroelectric 

project is 
wiped out Tapovan-

Vishnugad  
hydropower project 

on the Dhauliganga  
faces flash floods 

20 minutes after the 
destruction of the 
Rishiganga dam 

Flash floods enter 
the Dhauliganga 

river as the 
Rishiganga flows 

into it; generates a 
kind of tsunami 

that travels 
downstream
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