
G R O W I N G  D R Y

T O P  3  G L O B A L  R I S K S  I N 
T E R M S  O F  L I K E L I H O O D

Of the 78 drought-prone districts, 21 have more than half of their areas under desertification. Nine have 
also witnessed over 2 per cent increase in the area under desertification between 2003-05 and 2011-13

JHARKHAND
Desertification: 68.98%
% change: 1.01
Drought-prone districts: 3

UTTAR PRADESH
Area under desertification: 
6.35%
% change: -1.27
Drought-prone districts: 3

ARUNACHAL PRADESH
Area under desertification: 1.84%
% change: 0.21
Drought-prone districts: 2

SIKKIM
Area under desertification: 
11.1%
% change: 0.04
Drought-prone districts: 4

ASSAM
Area under desertification: 9.14%
% change: 1.84
Drought-prone districts: 3

MIZORAM
Area under desertification: 8.89%
% change: 4.34
Drought-prone districts: 2

BIHAR
Desertification: 7.38%
% change: 0.38
Drought-prone districts: 3

MANIPUR
Area under desertification: 26.96%
% change: 0.4
Drought-prone districts: 2

MEGHALAYA
Area under desertification: 22.06%
% change: 0.71
Drought-prone districts: 2

WEST BENGAL
Desertification: 19.54%
% change: 0.59
Drought-prone districts: 2

CHHATTISGARH
Area under desertification: 
16.36%
% change: 0.26
Drought-prone districts: 3

ANDHRA PRADESH
Area under desertification: 
14.35%
% change: 0.19
Drought-prone districts: 1

TRIPURA
Area under desertification: 41.69%
% change: 10.48
Drought-prone districts: 2

JAMMU & KASHMIR
Area under desertification: 
35.86%
% change: 1.94
Drought-prone districts: 5

TELANGANA
Area under 
desertification: 31.34%
% change: -0.52
Drought-prone districts: 1

ODISHA
Desertification: 34.06%
% change: -0.12
Drought-prone districts: 4

NAGALAND
Area under desertification: 47.45%
% change: 8.71
Drought-prone districts: 2

HIMACHAL PRADESH
Area under desertification: 
43.01%
% change: 4.55
Drought-prone districts: 3

UTTARAKHAND
Area under desertification: 12.12%
% change: 1.25
Drought-prone districts: 2

GIRIDIH
Area %: 73.79 

KOHIMA
Area %: 62.43 

WEST KHASI HILLS
Area %: 53.01

AIZAWL
Area %: 52.83

Change %: 4.81

LUNGLEI
Change %: 5.81

KOKRAJHAR
Change %: 2.70

HAILAKANDI
Change %: 2.13

TIRAP
Change %: 2.05

SOUTH TRIPURA
Change %: 3.90

BOKARO
Area %: 67.25

PURULIA
Area %: 57.09

BARGARH
Area %: 61.36

KORAPUT
Area %: 55.35

KENDUJHAR
Area %: 52.97

* % change is calculated for the periods 2003-05 
and 2011-2013
Source: Desertification and Land Degradation Atlas 
of Selected Districts of India: Volume - 2, 2018 
Desertification and Land Degradation, Atlas of 
India 2016 by ISRO

RAJASTHAN
Area under 
desertification: 62.9%
% change: -0.29
No. of drought-prone 
districts: 4

TAMIL NADU
Area under desertification:  
11.87%
% change: 0.21
Drought-prone districts: 5

PUNJAB
Area under desertification: 2.87%
% change: 1.02
No. of drought-prone districts: 2

KERALA
Area under desertification: 9.77%
% change: 0.63
Drought-prone districts: 2

HARYANA
Area under desertification: 
7.67%
% change: 0.55
No. of drought-prone districts: 2

GUJARAT
Area under desertification: 
52.29%
% change: 0.94
Drought-prone districts: 4

KARNATAKA
Area under desertification: 36.24%
% change: 0.05
Drought-prone districts: 2

GOA
Area under desertification: 52.13%
% change: 1.76
Drought-prone districts: 1

MAHARASHTRA
Area under desertification: 
44.93%
% change: 1.55
Drought-prone districts: 3

MADHYA PRADESH
Area under desertification: 12.34%
% change: 0.1
Drought-prone districts: 4

India average
Area under 
desertification: 29.32%
% change*: 0.56

 Area under desertification

JAISALMER
Area %: 92.96 

LAHUL AND SPITI 
Area %: 80.54 

KINNAUR
Area %: 72.33

PANCH MAHALS
Area %: 52.07 

KATHUA
Change %: 3.46

BHIWANI
Change %: 2.94

MAHBUBNAGAR
Change %: 2.10

ANANTAPUR
Area %: 64.41

THENI
Area %: 51.15

DHULE
Area %: 64.20

NORTH GOA
Area %: 50.25

AHMADNAGAR
Area %: 56.50

SURENDRANAGAR
Area %: 51.47

KARGIL 
Area %:78.23

SHYOK 
Area %: 73.89

Districts with more than 
50% area undergoing land 
degradation

Districts with more than 2% 
increase in desertification 
between 2011-13 and 2003-05


