Proceedings of the 31* Meelting of the Cauvery Monitoring Commitiee (CMC)
7 December, 2012

Tamil Nadu, however. requested that the macun% of the CMC be postponed
as the Supreme Court was to hear the matter on 20 November 2012 Tamil
Nadu indicated that Kamataka was also in agreement with this course of action

Accordingly, the 31 meeting of the CMC is being held on 7 December,
2012

The Central Water Commission (CWC) made a brief presentation on the
present situation in the Cauvery basin.

1. With regards to the rainfall and performance of the Northeast Monsoon, it
was observed that while normal rainfall in south Interior Kamalaka for a
period from 1* October to 5™ December Is 200.2 mm, the actual rainfall
during this period was 160 6 mm Le. a deficit of 20%. The Northeas!
Monsoon has not been good to Kamataka. However if rainfall is
considered from 1* June to 30" November, laking both monsoons, the
deficit is 22%

2 In Tamil Nadu and Pondicherry for a period from 1* October to 57
December, the normal rainfall Is 372 mm, the aclual rainfall during this
period in 2012 was 3519 mm ie. a deficit of 6% Tamil Nadu and
Pondicherry are having rains during the Northeast Monsoon which are
Just about normal. However, for rainfall from 1% June to 30™ November
taking both monsoons, the deficil is 12 &%




3 With regards to the inflows in the four reservoirs in Kamnataka which are
relevant (o the CWDT Award, the normal inflows for 8 penod from 1%
June 1o 30" November is 301 TMC However, during the year 2012, the
inflows from 1% June lo 30" Neovember have oniy been 17942 THMC
which is 50.8% of the normal flow  The daficit due 1o deficient rain 5
therefore, 40 4%

4 Both Stales have less waler in their reservoirs  Kamataka has %8 20
TMC against the 10 year average of 53 70 in its four reservoirs while
Tamil Nadu has 17.04 TMC against a 10 year average of 58 30 TMC

The Chiel Secrelery of Tamil Nadu said that Kamataka had not released
waler as per the Cauvery Interim Award and thal it should immedialely release
38.0 TMC 10 save the slanding crop  The kuruval crop had been totally destroyed
and the samba crop would only survive If this water is released. He pressed the
CMC lo pass orders so (hal Kamataka would release the water

The Chief Secretary of Karnataka reiterated that it did not have sufficient
waler lo meel its own requirements and it is not In a position to releass any further
water lo Tamil Nadu He stated that any order which would seek 1o releass waler
from its reservoirs would create serious problems for Karnataka

Kerala had no comments to offer on this issue

The representative of Pondichemy asked thal the requirement of waler for
the Karaikkal reglon be considered and released on a prorata basis through Tamil
Nadu

The views of the States were considered. In case the CMC is to stay within
the confines of the Intenm Award of the CWDT under whose umbrella the CMC
was crealed. then the Award determined that Tamil Nadu shall receive 10 37 TMC
of water during the month of December when there is normal rainfall. if we go by
the Interim Award's prescription that disiress needed to be shared between the
Iwo States on a prorata basis, then the amount of waler which Tamil Nadu would
need to receive during the month of December would be 59.6% of 1037 TMC (e
62 TMC. The Interim Award is silent on the requirement of water for Kamataka
for the month of December.

Tamil Nadu has made the issue of shorifall of releases during the manths of
June, July, August and September by Kamataka. The normal inflow into Tamil
Nadu up 1o 30" November, 2012 as per the Interim Award should have been 183
TMC. If this is reduced, because of the 40.4% distress, the actual amount which
Tamil Nadu should have received during this period would be 109 TMC Agamnst

2




mnmmmmm-nnhwmumqﬂmummunmm
TMC In the

onty T2 TMC Tnuwmunlrutm-uwnurwu.uuim
Hmmnmnwtha Interim Award, Tamil Nadu says thal

Tamd
ummhm-.pu? releasing this water during December

The Supreme Court in Its order has directed thal the CMC “lo detarmine the
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Accordingly, the CWC has made estimates based on ho data available with them
and the data provided by the Central Teams which visited both the Stales in

The area sown in the Stale of Tamil Nadu Is estimated to ba 14 93 lakh
acres. This crop would require water lo be made available at least twice dunng
On this basis, the CWGC has calculaled that Tamil Nadu would require

29 8 TMC duning the month of December 10 sustain its standing crop. Furher the
waler for imgation purposes

CWC has estimated that it would require 76.7 TMC of
0 January and February However, the Principal Secretary (PWD & Irrigation),
of Tamil Nadu has put the requirement at 85 TMGC till February, 2013

imgation. Besides this, there would

No water is required after February til May for
be a requirement of 4 TMC for drinking water purposes for the next six months. |t
may ba more appropriate to g0 by the data provided by the State Government

The availability of water in Tamil Nadu s as follows:

(1 ’:_&}'_!ﬂ! atMettur ST Y B

| 2 | Interim catchment below Biligundlu and 125 TMC ‘
___ . above Mettur for the next six months _(25 TMC for the whole year) |
% . Total 205 TMC|

e —

Tha total requirement therefore, works out to be 85 + 4 = 89 T™C
The availabiity of water is 29 5 TMC




The shortfall faced by Tamil Nadu |s, therefore, 58 5 T

Secrelary (Irmgation), Government of Kamataka h

\ » Nowever, has staled that fhe
requirement from December lo the end of February would be 61 8 TMC for
irigation purposas No further water would be required for irrigation till May We
may accept the data of the State Government.

The availability of water with Kamataka in the four reservoirs Is 36 TMC
The total requirement of water by Karnalaka is 61 8 + 9= 70 8 TMC. As such, the
shortage in requirement of waler for Karnataka is 34 8 TMC

It is evident from the above that over the next six months, Tamil Nady would
face a shortage of 595 TMC approximately while Kamataka would face a
shortage of 34.8 TMC approximalely The solution fo such a problem is difficult
but if one has to be guided by the principle laid down in the Interim Award, the

distress needs to be equally shared.

It would seem equitable if Karnataka should manage waler in such a way
that Tamil Nadu receives 12 TMC during the month of December, 2012. This
would not be enough to save all the standing crop in Tamil Nadu but would also
adversely affect Karnataka. Both the States would, after this release, have a
shortage of approximately 47 TMC against their requirements in December This
shorlage can partially be overcome by increased exploitation of ground water
resources. Tamil Nadu says that at present 50% of its dninking water and 5% of
irrigation Is met from ground water Similarly, Kamataka has stated that about
10% of its requirement of drinking water is met from ground waler while use of
ground waler in imgation is negligible There is ample scope for increase lo

overcome shortages.
This is not an elegant solution, as both the States would be dissatisfied. but

In the circumstances mentioned above, this seems the only pragmatic Er:llll._lliﬂn, the
best that can be done It is sincerely hoped that this shortage would motivate the

States to be more efficient in the usage of available water
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The M/o Water Resources shall lake steps to notify the final Award of the
CWOT at the earliest but nol later than the end of this month. Once the Award is
notified. the institutions like CMC and CRA shall cease to exist

New organizations like the Cauvery Management Board and the Cauvery
Waler Regulation Commitiee will be constituted which will have represenlalives

from all the co-basin States, experts in hydrology and agricullure, and be headed
by an officer of the Central Government and be under the control of the Central

Government. It is hoped that with this organization in place, the difficullies in
shanng of water in the Cauvery basin would be sorted out without any outside
nfluence  Similar Boards like the Bhakra Beas Management Board and the

Tungabhadra Board are working quite well in sharing of water between co-basin
Slates.

| would like to place on record the positive assistance and cooperation of
the co-basin States in finding an equitable solution. | am sure Kamataka would
find a way to ensure receipt of 12 TMC by Tamil Nadu at Mettur Dam in the month

of December.
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Secretary, M/o Water Resources &
Chairman, Cauvery Monitoring Committee
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