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town. Since the only vacuum tanker owned by the 
urban local body is too big to enter the narrow 
lanes, people contact private septage haulers 
from Kanpur. Residents say the tankers on their 
way back dump the untreated sewage at Railway 
Khanti, a low-lying area, or in the Chamak Ganga, 
a tributary of the Ganga whose flow has now been 
blocked due to construction activities. Years of 
dumping of faecal sludge has turned Railway 

Khanti and the Chamak Ganga into sewage pools. 
Census 2011 states that some parts of Chunar 

are connected to sewer lines, but cse researchers 
could not find any.   

In Bijnor, people depend on five private septage 
haulers for emptying the tanks. Farmers have tied 
up with these tankers to provide them sludge, 
which they use as manure. The town is now shifting 
towards managing faecal waste in a centralised 

Very few cities along the Ganga treat the faecal sludge, that too in a minuscule amount
Reality check

 Safely managed      Unsafely managed               SN = Supernatant or effluent from on-site sanitation system     FS = Faecal sludge

Muzaffarpur, Bihar (December 2, 2016)
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Bansberia, West Bengal (November 25, 2016)
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Chunar, Uttar Pradesh (December 1, 2016)
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