
Life on 
Earth at 
risk

Asia-Pacific
Findings | 60% grasslands have degraded 
between 1990-2015 due to overgrazing and 
conversion to agriculture, resulting in decline of 
native flora and fauna; 12.9% of forest cover has 
reduced due to unsustainable way of farming 
shrimps in mangrove forest; forests, alpine 
ecosystems, inland freshwater and wetlands, 
coastal systems were the most threatened 
between 1990 and 2015 

Forecast | By 2050, 90% of the coral reefs will 
be degraded while 24% of mammal and 29% of 
bird species will be extinct

Americas
Findings | 13% of world population lives 
in Americas but exploits 22.8% of natural 
resources; since European settlement, 50% 
wetlands have been lost, 95% of North 
American tall grass prairie grasslands and 
88% Atlantic tropical forest have been 
degraded; 20-70% of fish stocks reduced 
due to overfishing; coral reefs had 
degraded by over 50% by the 1970s, and 
only 10% remained by 2003

Forecast | By 2050, the region is likely to 
lose 40% of its original biodiversity

Europe and Central Asia
Findings | 51% of wetlands have degraded; 42% terrestrial animal and plant species have declined in number in the past 10 years; 
crop species have declined by 20% since 1950; fish species have declined by 26.6%; 48% of marine animal and plant species with 
known population trends have been declining in last 10 years; 25% agricultural land is affected by soil erosion 

Forecast | The region will be 1ÊC−3ÊC warmer in 2041-2060 than in 1986-2005; by 2100, the extent of near-surface permafrost at 
high latitudes could decrease by 37-81%

Africa
Findings | 500,000 sq km (or 2%) of land has degraded. Local 
and global demand for fish and rapidly growing populations that 
depend on fisheries is a major cause of overfishing. Droughts have 
been more frequent and severe since the 1970s, driving land 
degradation; number of birds and mammals threatened by a range 
of human-induced drivers has increased over the past 20 years

Forecast | By 2100, climate change could lead to the loss of over 
half of bird and mammal species, current population of 1.25 billion 
likely to double by 2050, putting severe pressure on biodiversity

Asia-Pacific
Findings | 60% grasslands have degraded 
between 1990-2015 due to overgrazing and 
conversion to agriculture, resulting in decline of 
native flora and fauna; 12.9% of forest cover has 
reduced due to unsustainable way of farming 
shrimps in mangrove forest; forests, alpine 
ecosystems, inland freshwater and wetlands, 
coastal systems were the most threatened 

AAmericas
Findings | 13% of worrldld populationn lives
in Americas but exploits 222.2 8% of natutural
resources; since European seettlement, 505 %
wetlands have been lost, 95%% of North 
American tall grass prairie grassslands andd 
88% Atlantic tropical forest havve e been
degraded; 20-70% of fish stocks rreduced 
due to overfishing; coral reefs had d
degraded by over 50% by the 1970s,s, and 
only 10% remained by 2003

Forecast | By 2050, the region is likely too 
lose 40% of its original biodiversity

Europe and Central Asia
Findings | 51% of wetlands have degraded; 42% terrestrial animal and plant species have declined in number in the past 10 years;
crop species have declined by 20% since 1950; fish species have declined by 26.6%; 48% of marine animal and plant species with 
known population trends have been declining in last 10 years; 25% agricultural land is affected by soil erosion 

Forecast | The region will be 1ÊC−3ÊC warmer in 2041-2060 thahann inin 11989866--20200505;; byby 22101 0, the extent of near-surface permafrost at
hihighgh latitudes could decrease by 37-81%

Africa
Findings | 500,000 sq km (or 2%) of land has degraded. Local 
and global demand for fish and rapidly growing populations that
depend on fisheries is a major cause of overfishing. Droughts have 
been more frequent and severe since the 1970s, driving land 
degradation; number of birds and mammals threatened by a range 
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A series of landmark 
reports show rapid 
biodiversity loss, land 
degradation driving species 
to extinction

BIODIVERSITY IS rapidly declining in every 
region of the world due to overexploitation 
and unsustainable use of natural resources, 
pollution, and climate change among oth-

er reasons, signifi cantly reducing nature’s capacity to 
contribute to people’s well-being. “This alarming trend 
endangers economies, livelihoods, food security and the 
quality of life of people everywhere,” says the fi rst such 
global assessment by the Intergovernmental Platform 
on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES). The 
world has lost 87 per cent of its wetlands in the past 300 
years due to rapid urbanisation and unsustainable ag-
riculture, and 3.2 billion people or two-fi fths of human-
ity are aff ected due to worsening land degradation. The 
latter is also driving species extinctions and intensify-
ing climate change besides majorly contributing to 
mass human migration and increased confl ict, the re-
ports say. The regional assessments of biodiversity and 
ecosystem services conducted over three years for the 
Americas, Asia and the Pacifi c, Africa, as well as Europe 
and Central Asia, and the assessment of land degrada-
tion were released in March at a meeting of IPBES, 
which has 129 member countries, in Medellin, 
Columbia. The reports suggest solutions with proven 
track record, as the silver lining. Chair of the meeting, 
Robert Watson, says “although there are no ‘silver 
bullets’ or ‘one-size-fi ts all’ answers,” the best options  
are found in “better governance, integrating biodiver-
sity concerns into sectoral policies and practices, the 
application of scientifi c knowledge and technology, in-
creased awareness and behavioural changes.”
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